
 
 

High Trails Program History 
 
 
 
In August 2014 Beaverhead Trails Coalition signed 
an agreement to begin our largest project to date, 
acquiring 1,104 acres in the hills just west of Dillon.  

Since then, BTC worked toward this goal and creating more than 10 miles of 
trails for the enjoyment of the public, forever. We also installed benches, fought 
noxious weeds, and set aside a wildlife reserve to allow pronghorn room to 
roam. 
Thanks to our amazing funders and supporters, we closed on the last parcel of 
land in September 2019.  
This means that the land from the 'M' to the 'B' will be maintained for the public 
forever. Once we have set up a finished trail system, we will transfer land 
ownership to an entity committed to long-term management of the trail system, 
with an agreement regarding conservation, public ownership, and permanent 
public access. 
 
 
High Trails Facts: 
- 10.35 miles of trails 
- A wildlife area of nearly 320 acres (nearly 1/3 of our total land) on the east side  
   of the project, with no trails to avoid wildlife disturbance. 
- A trailhead with parking lot, signs, weed brush, and a porta-potty. 
- Easements through private property (trailhead/parking lot), County, and BLM 
- Possible connection to BLM land north of the project. 
- Project featured in local newspapers (Montana Standard – March 2018, Dillon  
   Tribune – January 2019 and January 2020) (see below) 
- Project featured in Outside Bozeman Magazine in Spring 2017 and in  
   Backpacker Magazine in March 2018 (see below) 
- Host of numerous events such as yearly Trail Running events, education field  
   works (with UMW, BTC wildflowers walk, Range Days weed identification  
   field...), group bonding activities. 



HIGH TRAILS LAND ACQUISITION BUDGET 
 

PHASE	I	– 	PURCHASE	COMPLETED	SEPTEMBER	21,	2015	
475	ACRES 	 	 	 	 	
TOTAL	PRICE	$261,502 	
Source of Funds:    

• Tim Speyer                       $161,502 
• 2015 MTFWC Trust         $100,000 

	
PHASE	II	– 	PURCHASE	COMPLETED	SEPTEMBER	28, 	2016	
306	ACRES 	 	 	 	 	 	
TOTAL	PRICE	$168,784 	
Source of Funds:          

• Tim Speyer                       $90,904 
• Sponsorships*                  $2,880 
• 2016 MTFWC Trust         $75,000 

	
PHASE	III	(SECTIONS	G, 	H,	I)	PURCHASE	COMPLETED	
OCTOBER	1/DECEMBER	28,	2018 	
200	ACRES 	
TOTAL	PRICE	$110,264 	
Source of Funds:          

• 2017 MTFWC Trust         $50,000            
• 2018 MTFWC Trust         $50,000 
• Tim Speyer                       $4,000 (Earnest Money) 
• Sponsorships*                  $6,264           

	
PHASE	III	(SECTION	J)	PURCHASED	COMPLETED	
SEPTEMBER	6,	2019 	
123	ACRES 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
TOTAL	PRICE	$72,184 	
Source of Funds: 

• 2019 MTFWC Trust        $20,000 
• Patagonia         $10,000 
• Steele-Reese Grant          $15,000 
• Tim Speyer            $2,000 (Earnest Money) 
• Ravens Perch (T.S.)         $7,000 
• Sponsorships*                  $18,184        

 
*The Sponsor an Acre program entails a person, group of people, business, or organization 
sponsoring a specific acre of land. For more details on the program, visit our webpage. 
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475 acres 
$261,502 
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$168,784 

December 2018 
200 acres 
$110,264 

September 2019 
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$72,184 
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HIGH TRAILS IN THE NEWS 
 

• Dillon Tribune – January 2020 
 

 



• Dillon Tribune – January 2019 
 

 
 



• Montana Standard – March 2018 
 

 
 
 



• Backpacker Magazine – March 2018 
 

 



• Outside Bozeman – Spring 2017 

 
 
 



Notable Community Support 

 

The Wheat Family provided an easement for a segment of the trail to pass through their land to reach 
the ridge.  

The United Way of Beaverhead County has provided $2,000 for the project in 2018. Some of the funds 
were used for the construction and installation of the trailhead sign. 

Beaverhead County provided labor and materials to build the trailhead parking lot. 

The Erb family donated 6 acres of riverfront property to the BTC for this project.  

The Dillon BLM and the Department of Agriculture donated and installed a Noxious Weed Sign and 
boot brush at the trailhead.  

Volunteer Work Days – The trails were largely built by volunteers and members during a multitude of 
work days.  
For example (among others!):  

• in 2014, over 30 students from the university of Montana Western, along with 10 community 
leaders provided 150 volunteer hours maintaining trail, re-vegetating areas with native seeds, 
and building fence.  

• In 2018, the Beaverhead County Highschool Cross Country Team help lay the path for Tim’s 
Ridge by installing cairns. It took them a couple of evenings! 

• In the summer 2020, volunteers provided over 50 hours to re-route Cliff Trail and necessary 
maintenance on Grand Canyon Trail. 

 

 


